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Extended Reading List (B.A. E-SC|M.A. E-SC|M. Ed.)


Please be aware that this catalogue of literary texts lists a selection of works, 

intended to support students in our course programmes in the process of 

negotiating the immense literary contributions in English across the centuries. 

Please do not perceive this collection as complete and/or canonical.


1.Old English and Middle English Literature

1.1.Old English Literature


 
 
 
 
	 1.2. Middle English Literature 
 
Dramatic Text 1.2. Middle English Literature 
 
 
 
         1.2. Middle English Literature 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lyric Texts 

Author Title

Anon. Beowulf (8th - 11th century), translated by Seamus 
Heaney

Anon. Elegies (10./11. century.)  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2. 16th and 17th Century (Renaissance, Elizabethan Age, 
Jacobean Age) 

h

Dramatic Texts


Lyric Texts


Thomas Kyd (1558 - 1594) The Spanish Tragedy (published 1592) 

Thomas Dekker (ca. 1572 - 1632) The Shoemaker’s Holiday (published 1600) 

Christopher Marlowe (1564 - 1593) Doctor Faustus (published 1604) 
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Prose Texts


3. Late 17th Century to Mid-18th Century (Restoration,              
Neoclassicism, Enlightenment, Augustan Age) 

 
Dramatic Texts 


Lyric Texts


Thomas More (1478 - 1535) Utopia (1516) 

Sir Philip Sidney (1554 - 1586) The Countess of Pembroke's Arcadia (1580-86), 
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Prose Texts


Andrew Marvell (1621 - 1678) “The Garden”
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4. Mid-18th Century to Early 19th Century (Pre-Romanticism, 

Romanticism) 


Dramatic Texts


Lyric Texts


Sarah Scott (1720 - 1765) Millenium Hall (1762) 

Restoration

18th century

Tobias Smollett (1721 - 1771) The Expedition of Humphrey Clinker (1771) 

Charlotte Lennox (1729 - 1804) The Female Quixote (1752) 

Edmund Burke (1729 - 1797) A Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of our 
Ideas of the Sublime and the Beautiful (1757) 

Thomas Paine (1737 - 1809) Common Sense (1776) 

Olaudah Equiano (ca. 1745 - 1779) Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or 
Gustavus Vassa, the African (1789) 

James Boswell (1740 - 1795) Life of Samuel Johnson (1791) 

Fanny Burney (1752 - 1840) Evelina (1778) 

Chalres Brockden Brown (1771 - 1801) Edgar Huntly (1799) 
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Prose Texts

Thomas Moore (1779 - 1852) Irish Melodies (1808-1821) 
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Non-Fiction texts


5.19th Century (Victorian Age, American Renaissance, Realism, 
Naturalism) 


Dramatic texts


Lyric texts


Edmund Burke (1729 - 1797) Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790) 

Thomas Paine (1737 - 1809) The Rights of Man (1791) 

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759 - 1797) A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792) 

Thomas Robert Malthus (1766 - 1834) Essay on the Principle of Population (1798) 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772 - 1834) Biographia Literaria (1817) 

Thomas De Quincey (1785 - 1859) Confessions of an English Opium Eater (1821) 

John Keats (1795 - 1821) Letters 

Sir William Gilbert (1836 - 1911) The Pirates of Penzance (1879) 

Oscar Wilde (1854 - 1900) The Importance of Being Earnest (1895) 

George Bernard Shaw (1856 - 1950) Mrs Warren’s Profession (1898) 

Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809 - 1892) “The Lady of Shalott” (1842) 
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Prose texts 


Walt Whitman (1819 - 1892) Leaves of Grass (1855) 
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Herman Melville (1819 - 1891) Moby Dick (1851) 
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Non-fiction texts


6. The Early 20th Century (Edwardian Era, Modernism, Irish 
Literary Revival, Harlem Renaissance) 


Dramatic texts


Lyric texts


Edgar Allan Poe (1809 - 1849) “A Review: Twice-Told Tales. By Nathaniel 
Hawthorne” (1842) 
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Robert Frost (1874 - 1963) “Birches” (1914) 
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Prose texts


Henry James (1843 - 1916) The Turn of the Screw (1898) 

Joseph Conrad (1857 - 1924) Heart of Darkness (1899) 










 













 









 







 





 





 











 













￼13

Zora Neale Hurston (1891 - 1960) “Sweat”(1926) 
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7. Literature since1945 (Postwar Literature, Postmodern 
Literature, Contemporary Literature) 

Dramatic texts


Tennessee Williams (1911 - 1983) The Glass Menagerie (1944/45) 
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Lyric texts


Marie Clements (*1962, Métis) The Unnatural and Accidental Women (2000) 

Suzan-Lori Parks (*1963) Topdog/Underdog (2001) 

Lynn Nottage (*1964) Intimate Apparel (2003) 

Wajdi Mouawad (*1968) Incendies (2003) 

John Patrick Shanley (*1950) Doubt (2004) 

Dylan Thomas (1914 – 1953) “Was there a time” (1936) 
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Prose texts


Joy Harjo (Creek)(*1951) “The Woman Hanging from the Thirteenth Floor 
Window” 

Carol Ann Duffy (*1955) Mean Time (1993) 

Rita Wong (*1968) “J28”

Cyril Dabydeen (Canada, *1970) “Multiculturalism” 

Marlene Nourbese Philip (*1947) Zong! (2008) 

Gore Vidal (1925-2012) The City and the Pillar (1948) 

Elizabeth  Bowen (1899 - 1973) The Heat of the Day (1949) 

J. D. Salinger (1919 - 1994) The Catcher in the Rye (1951) 

Ray Bradbury (1920 - 2012) Fahrenheit 451 (1953) 

James Baldwin (1924 - 1987) Go Tell it On the Mountain (1953) 
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Tillie Lerner Olsen (1912 - 2007) Tell me a Riddle (1961) 

V. S. Naipaul (1932 - 2018) The House of Mr. Biswas (1961) 
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Maxine Hong Kingston (*1940) The Woman Warrior (1975)

Marge Piercy (*1936) Woman on the Edge of Time (1976) 

Leslie Marmon Silko (*1948) Ceremony (1977) 

Alice Munro (*1931) Who Do You Think you Are (1978) 

Anita Desai (*1937) Clear Light of Day (1980) 

J. M. Coetzee (*1940) Waiting for the Barbarians (1980) 

Athol Fugard (*1932) Tsotsi (1980) 

John Updike (1932 - 2009) Rabbit Series (1980-90) 

Salman Rushdie (*1947) Midnight’s Children (1981) 
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Ian McEwan (*1948) Atonement (2001) 
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Olumide Popoola (*1975) When We Speak of Nothing (2017)

Thomas King (*1943, Cherokee) Green Grass, Running Water (1993) 

Kiana Davenport (*1940) Shark Dialogues (1994) 

Susan Power (*1961, Sioux) The Grass Dancer (1994) 

Joan Clarke (*1934) Eriksdottir (1994) 

Alma Luz Villanueva (*1944) Weeping Woman: La Llorona and Other Stories 
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Nalo Hopkinson (*1960) The Salt Roads (2003) 

Witi Ihimaera (*1944) Band of Angels (2005) 

Afua Cooper (*1957) The Hanging of Angelíque (2006) 

Joseph Boyden (*1966) Three Day Road (2006) 



















 












